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Being called, by Divine Providence, to ad- 
dreſs you at this Time, on the ſolemn 
Occaſion of the Death of the Reverend 
Mr. JonuN N OTTAGE, I would recom- 
mend to your ſerious Conſideration the 
following Words : 


But wũwE HAVE THIS TREASURE IN 
EARTHEN VESSELS; THAT THE Ex- 
 CELLENCY OF THE POWER MAY BE OF 
GOD, AND NOT of Us. 2 Cor. iv. 7. 


"N the 8 Context the Apoſtle 
| declares, the Sincerity and Conſtancy, 
Zeal and Fidelity, with which he and his 
fellow Labourers in the Service of Chriſt | 
preached the Goſpel ; and that it was owing 
to the rich Mercy of God, that they fainted 
not, under the Difficulties and Trials with 
Which they met, in the Courſe of their 
Miniſtry. Then he ſhews the awful Con- 
dition of thoſe to whom the Goſpel 1s hid. 
If our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them 
<« that are loſt; in whom the Gop of this 
„ World hath-blinded| the Minds of them 
„ ich believe not, leſt the Light of the 
15 glorious Goſpelof Chriſt, who is the * 
S A 2 E. 0 
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*« of Gop, ſhould ſhine unto them.” He 
goes on to declare what was the grand Sub- 
5 ject of his, and his Fellow Labourers' Mi- 
niſtrations ; and that was CHRIST. We 
* preach not ourſelves, but CHRIST Jesvus 
the Lord; and ourſelves your Servants, 
“ for Jeſus Sake.“ He further ſhews the 
Reaſon why they made Chriſt the Subject of 
their Miniftrationss and that was, becauſe 
they had been enlightened by the Lord him- 
ſe to ſee and know experimentally the 
Glory of God, as it ſhines “ in the Face of 
e Teſus Chriſt.” And then follow the 
Words of the Text : in diſcourſing on which 
I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 
I. What Treaſure is deſigned 1 in the Text. 
II. To deſcribe the Repofitor in which this 
Treaſure is put, that is, Earthen Veſſels. 
III. To conſider and explain the Reaſon 
why Gp is pleaſed to depoſit this 
Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels; namely, 
* that the Excellency of the Power 
may be of Gov, and not of Men.” 
Frust, I am to ſhew what Treaſure is = 
ſigned in the Text. 

By the Treaſure ſpoken of u the Text, 
we are undoubtedly to underſtand the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt; which is called a Treaſure by 
our Lord himſelf, Mi. xm... 44. Phe 
< Kingdom of Heaven,” or the Goſpel, “ is 
Ake unto Treaſure hid in a Field.“ 
The Goſpel may be called a Treaſure, un- 
der a Variety of Conſiderations, , For In- 
ES Nance, 
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ſtance, it may be ſo called, 1. For its Dh 
nity. Its Dignity will appear if we conſider 
its divine Original. The Goſpel 1s a Pro- 
clamation of Grace from the King of Hea- 
ven, to ſinful Mortals on Earth. The Gol- 
pel was firſt preached by the Lord himſelf, 
to our original Parents in the Garden of 
Eden, Gen. iii. 15. and by him only in every 
Age, Goſpel Miniſters have been raiſed up, 
qualified, and ſent forth to preach the Truth 
in the World, Mat. xxvill. 19, 20. 

2. The Goſpel i is called a Treaſure, becauſe 
it contains Things of the greateſt Worth and 
Excellence. It is not a Collection of Peb- 
bles, though numerous, that will make a 
Treaſure; as one of our good old Divines 
has well obſerved. A Treaſure contains 
Things that are wonderful, excellent, and 
valuable. Under all theſe Conſiderations the 
Goſpel infinitely exceeds all the Treaſures in 
the Univerſe. It contains the moſt won- 
derful and blefled Tidings that ever reached 
the Ears of dying Mortals ; ſuch as the In- 
carnation of the Son of Gop, to ſuffer and 
die, in the Law- Place, and Stead of his 
People, Gal. iv. 4, 5. It contains all the, 
Bleſſings of the Covenant of Grace; ſuch 
as Pardon through the Blood of Chriſt; Juſ- 
tification by his Righteouſneſs; the Miſſion 
of the Holy Spirit into the Souls of God's: 
People, to begin, to maintain, and carry on 
the good Work of Grace in their Hearts, 
till e in el It aſſures us of the 


Saint? 8 
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Saint's Victory over Sin, Satan, the World, 
Death and Hell; and that the Lord will bes 
ſtowy upon his own People, all the Bleſſings 
of Grace here, and all the Felicities of Glory 
hereafter, and every needful Good, in their 
Way to Heaven, P/. Ixxxiv. 11, 

IN this moſt excellent and valuable Frea⸗ 


| | ſure are included all the precious Promiſes 


of God's Word; which are ſo various and 
copious, as to extend to every State and 
Condition, that the Children of Gop can 
poſſibly be in, in this World; and all theſe 
Promiſes are confirmed by the Blood of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 1. 20. and, when applied by the 
divine Spirit to the Hearts of Gop's People, 
are abundantly ſufficient to ſupport their Spi- 
rits under the greateſt Trials they meet with 
in Life, and even in the Agonies of Death, to 
unſting Death to their View, and to enable 
them to go ſinging through the dark Valley 
of the Shadow of Death, home to their Fa- 
ther's Houſe. May the Lord grant you and 
me this bleſſed eee when we lie upon 
our Death-beds! That, like good old $;- 
meon, we may be enabled to ſay, Lord, 
„now letteſt thou thy Servants depart in 
Peace, according to thy Word; for our 
Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation,” Luke 11, 
29, 30. 
WILL may the inſp * Writers compare 
this Goſpel Treaſure to Gold, Silver, and 
precious Stones, as they da P/. exix. 
72. 1 Cor. iii. 12. for it infinitely exceeds 


the 


ks are loſt,” 


Heavenly Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, 7 
the moſt valuable Things in the Creation. 


The Goſpel contains Treaſure which neither 


Moth nor Ruſt can corrupt, which Thieves 
cannot ſteal, and which the Saints will en- 


Joy for ever, when all the Riches, the Glory 
the Honour of this World, will be buried 


in eternal Forgetfulnels. 
Tuls Trealure is called, by the A; pale, 
IT the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, by Ep. 


ni. 8. Good Men, in all Ages, have been 


ſearching into this invaluable Treaſure; the 
angelic Hoſts above, with delightful Curi- 


oſity, ſearch after this heavenly Treaſure, 


1 Pet. i. 12. and learn, from the Church, 


F. the manifold Wiſdom of Gop,” Eph, iii. 


But neither. Men, nor Angels, can ful- 


ly ks the incomparable Riches, the in- 


effable Glories, of the everlaſting Goſpel... 
3. T's Goſpel may be compared to a 
Troaafare for its Secrecy. Treaſures are not 


left open to every one; no, they are kept 


ſecret, under Lock and Key, as we ſay. 
The Goſpel is a Myſtery entirely hidden 

from the Men of the World, as to all true 
ſpiritual Knowledge of it, Mat. xi. 25. I 
& thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven 
* and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theie 
“Things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and 


_ £5 haſt revealed them unto Babes.” And ſo 


in the Chapter where my Text is, “ IF 
£ our I be hid, 1t 18 hid to them that 


4 Tux 
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Tux Goſpel is a Treaſure with reſpect 
to that Gifts which qualify for the Miniſtry 
of it. The Qualifications neceſſary for a 


| Goſpel Miniſter are from Gor. Human 


Learning 1s undoubtedly very uſeful and 
ſerviceable to thoſe that are engaged in the 


ſacred Work of the Miniſtry : and, there- 


fore, I highly approve of Acaderical In- 


ſtructions, for training up young Men, who 
are deſigned for that ſacred Work, to uſeful 


Learning; provided, Care be taken that the 
Perſons fo inſtructed be ſuch, as appear to 


have received the Grace of Go; and miniſ- 


terial Gifts; without which all the Learning 

in the World would be inſufficient to qualify 

Perſon as a Goſpel Miniſter, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
TE Gifts neceflary to qualify a Perſon 


to. preach the Goſpel, are, a competent 
Knowledge of its glorious Truths, and a 


Freedom of Speech, to convey thoſe Truths 
intelligibly to others. Theſe Gifts are from 
Heaven; none but the Lord can beſtow 


them, P/. Ixvin. 18. Thou haſt received 


« Gifts for men.” And hence the Apoſtle 
exhorts Timothy to “ ſtir up the Gift of 


& Go which was in Es » On whomſoever 


thoſe Gifts are beſtowed, whether on a 


learned or unlearned Man, they qualify for 
the Miniſtry; ; as a great Divine has ob- 
ſerved 

Fug rTHER; The Grace af God, EY a 
real Experience of the Power of the Goſpel 
upon the Heart, are excellent Pre- requiſites 


for 


Heavenly Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels g 
for this great Work, without which a Man 
cannot preach the Goſpel experimentally, or 
with a real View to the Glory of Gop, the 
' Honour of a Redeemer, and the Wel- 
fare of precious and immortal Souls, The 
Apoſtle, therefore, obſerves, in the Verfe 
immediately preceding the Text, * Gop, 
* who commanded the Light to ſhine out 
* of Darkneſs, hath fhined in our Hearts, 
* to give the Light of the Knowledge of 
* of the Glory of Gop, in the Face of 
Jeſus Chriſt.” He hath ſhined, not mere- 
ly in our Heads, but in our Hearts. © Every 
Truth, faith Mr. Burk, ought to be the 
; Tranſcript of our own Experience, and 
be firſt preached to our Hearts, and then - 
to our Hearers.” 

IT is a bleſſed Thing, when Miniſters are 
enabled, by divine Grace, to preach to others 
thoſe very Truths which their own Souls live 
upon from Day to Day. Thy Word was 
« found, and I did eat it; and it was to me 
the Joy and the rejoicing of my Heart.“ 
Fer. xv. 16. I am perſuaded I ſhall have 
the Approbation of every good Man, when 
J ſay, that the Spirit of Gob is the beſt Tu- 
tor; and that the School of ſanctified Af- 
flictions is the beſt Academy, that a Goſpel 
Miniſter can be trained up in. When a 
Perſon has been led by the Spirit of Gop 
to ſee his loſt State and Condition by Na- 
ture and Practice; the vaſt Extent, Perfec- 
hy and Spirituality of God's Law, te 
| B the 
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the abſolute Im poſſibility of being juſtified 
by his own Works ;—when he has been led 
to "os himſelf an Hell-deſerving Sinner ; that 
he 1s under the condemnatory Sentence of 


Gop's righteous Law, and expects to be 


made an eternal Monument of divine Ven- 
geance ; what Diſtreſs of Soul does he then 
feel! It was this which made the Philippian 
Jailer come in trembling to his Priſoners, 


and ſaying, © What muſt I do to be faved 


Acis xvi. 30. The Horror and Diſtreſs of 


Soul which the ſenſible Sinner ſometimes 


experiences on the Account of Sin, is inex- 


preſſible. Prov. xvii. 14. The Spirit of a 


Man will ſuſtain his Infirmities ; but a 
** wounded Spirit who can bear?“ This In- 


terrogation implies in it a ſtrong, poſitive 


Negation, Who can bear it?“ no Mortal 
on Earth, The Horror of Soul attending 
ſuch Apprehenſions is unſpeakable, and the 


Burden is inſupportable. 


Now when the Spirit of Gov enlightens 


the Soul to behold the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the great, the only Saviour of Sinners, 

and as able and willing “ to fave to the ut- 
_* termoſt all that come unto God by him;“ 


when he enables the Soul to flee 0 Refuge 


to Chriſt, and to look to him only for Life 


and Salvation; ; when he comes, if I may be 
allowed the Expreſſion, with a Pardon in his 
Hand, and ſeals it to the poor Sinner, with 


ſuch a gracious Declaration, as that of the 


al John, The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
« his. 


(e 
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c his Son cleanſeth from all Sin :” O, how 
precious is Chriſt then to the Soul! Well 
might the Apoſtle ſay, * To you therefore 
* which believe, he is precious.” How 
does the Pſalmiſt rejoice in ſuch a Manifeſ- 
tation from the Lord? * Bleſs the Lord, O 


(e 


my Soul, and all that is within me bleſs 
his holy Name! Who forgiveth all thine 
1 ; who healeth all thy Diſeaſes ; 
+ who redeemeth thy Life from Deſtruc- 
* tion; who crowneth thee with Loving- 
kindneſs and tender Mercies.” I am not 


8 


* 


* 


inſenſible that this Doctrine is called Enthu- 


ſiaſm by many in our Days; but if this be 
Enthuſiaſm, Gop grant that you and I may 


live and die Enthuſiaſts! We ſhall want ſuch 


Enthuſiaſm as this, Sirs, when we come to 
lie on our Death-beds, to ſupport and com- 


fort us under the Agonies of Death. The 


Lord grant us ſuch a bleſſed Frame of Soul 
in a dying Hour; that we may be enabled 
to ſay, with good old Simeon, N ow, Lord, 


letteſt thou thy Servants depart in Peace, 
„for our Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation.” 


And ſo, likewiſe, when a Believer is under 


prefling AMiictions, and ſuch a grac ious Pro- 


mile as that in Hebrews xuL. 5, is applied to 


the Soul, „1 will never leave thee, nor for- 


fake he or that in Deut. xxxiii. 27, The 


eternal Gop is thy Refuge, and under- 
„ neath are the everlaſting Arms.” Or when 


the grand Enemy of Souls caſts his fiery 


Darts into the Heart of a Believer, if he be 
3 enabled 


12 Haben Tr eaſure i in Earthen Peſels. 


enabled to take the Shield of Faith, and to 
lay hold of that Promiſe, * The God of 


0 "Peace ſhall bruiſe Satan under your Feet 


„ ſhortly ;” then the fiery Darts of the 
wicked One are quenched, the Conſcience 


enjoys Peace, and Chrilt is infinitely preci- 


ous. Yes, to ſuch a Soul, and at ſuch a Sea- 
ſon, Jeſus is < the chiefeſt among Ten 
„ Thouſand, and altogether lovely.“ 

Svcn, my Brethren, is the Nature of that 
Heavenly Treaſure which the Lord 1s pleaſed 


to depoſit in Earthen Veſſels; and this, with 


the Gifts of the Holy Spirit beforementioned, 
qualify men for the ſacred Work of the 


Miniſtry. 


Book: can ſay with the Pſalmiſt, P/. Evi. 
16, Come and hear, all ye that fear Gop, 
2 and I will declare what he hath done for 


„ my Soul.” Such know how to. ſpeak a 
Word in Seaſon to poor, afflicted, tempted, 
and diſconſolate Souls; and to comfort others 


with thoſe divine Confolations, with which 


they themſelves have been comforted of the 


Lord. 
'Tais leads me, 


SECONDLY, to deſcribe the Aer in 
which this Treaſure is put; namely, Earthen 


Veſlels. By the Earthen Veſſels, ſpoken 5 


of in the 2 8 we are to underſtand Mi- 
niſters of tlie Goſpel, So in Acts ix. 15, 


- the Lord declares concerning Saul; He 1s 


* achoſen Veſſel unto me, to bear my Name 


"RF * before the Gentiles,” In the term Veſfel, 


as 
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as thus applied, there ſeems to be an Allu- 
ſion, either to the Prophets of old, whoſe 
Prophecies are en called Burdens, 
which they bore and carried to the ſeveral 
Nations, to which they were ſent; or to 
the Levites, who bore the Veſſels of the 
Lord, J. lii. 11, Be ye clean that bear 
« the Veſſels of the Lord ;” or to the Sower 


who bears the Seed he Lows: r eri. 5, 


He that goeth forth and weepeth, bear- 
* ing precious Seed, ſhall doubtlets come 


again with Rejoicig, bringing his Sheaves 


„ with him.” 

FairHeur Miniſters of the Goſpel, like 
the induſtrious Seedſman, frequently meet 
with Storms in ſfowi ing the Seed of the 


Word; with Storms of Affliction and Per- 
e PLE but, at length, their Labours are 
crowned cath a bleſſed Harveſt. In the 
great deciſive Day, they will appear with 


Joy before the omniſcient Judge, faying, 


% Lo, here we are, and the Children which 
thou haſt given us.“ Then ſhall Chriſt, 


in the moſt public Manner, expreſs his Ap- 


_ probation of their Conduct; ſaying. Well 
& done, good and faithful Servants, ye have 
been faithful over a few Things, I will 


make you Rulers over many things; en- 
ter ye into the Joy of your Lord, Mat, 
XXV. 21. 

But, to return to.my Subject. 1 opening 
the Figure made uſe of in the Text, I ſhall 


ſhew on what Account Miniſters of the 


Golpel 
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Goſpel may be compared to Yeſels ; and why 


they are compared to earthen Veſſels. 
Min1sTERs of the Goſpel may be com- 
Fe to Veſlels, 
. Brecavst Veſſels are not the Produc- 
8080 of Nature, but are made by Art. And 
ſo no Man is born a Chriſtian. Grace does 
not run in the Blood, though Corruption 
does. Fohn i. 12, 13, But as many as 
received him, to them gave he Power to 
become the Vous of God; even to them 
„that believe on his Name: Which were 
born, not of Blood, nor of the Will of 
„ the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of 
„ Gor.” If, then, Men are not born 
Chriſtians, we may be certain they are not 
born Miniſters. Judicious Perſons may in- 
ſtil a Syſtem of orthodox Principles into the 


66 


Heads - Men; but it is Gob only that can 


give Grace. He only can give an experi- 
mental Knowledge of Chriſt, and of the 
Way of Lite and Salvation through him. 
And ſo Gor only can give thoſe Gifts which 


are requiſite for a Goſpel Miniſter. Hear 


what the Apoſtle as with reſpect to 


this, 2 Cor. iii. 5, We are not ſufficient 


„ of ourſelves to think any Thing as of our- 
bu 


* 


& allo hath made us able Miniſters of the 
© New Teſtament.” Agreeable to which 
the Pſalmiſt prays, E/. exix. 18, © Open 
thou mine Eyes, that I may behold won- 


** drous Things out of thy Law.” 
2. VESSELS 


ſelves; but our Sufficiency is of Gon: who 


r 3 
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2. VEssELSs are of different Sizes: ſome 


are large and will hold much; others are 


ſmall and will hold but little. The Degrees 


of thoſe Gifts and Graces, which Miniſters 


of the Goſpel have, are alſo very different. 
Some are led into the deep Things of God, 
the ſublime and myſterious Doctrines of the 


Goſpel ; ſuch as the Doctrine of God's un- 


changeable, and everlaſting Love to his 
People, in Chriſt ; the glorious Extent and 


Stability of the Covenant of Grace, toge- 


ther with the Security of Gop's People in 
the Hand of Chriſt; the Glory of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt as God-man and Rei ; and 


the Work of the Spirit of GoD, in convinc- 


ing of Sin, in the Implantation of Grace in 
the Hearts of Gop's People, in leading them 
to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in carrying on 
the good Work of Grace in their Hearts 
till perfected in Glory. — Others there are 
that are faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, who 
have but ſmall Gitts or 'Talents, comparcd 


with the former. They are led into the 


Way of Salvation by Chriſt, and they 


wht Chriſt as the Way of Salvation; ; 
which, indeed, every Goſpel Miniſter muſt 


do; « for other Foundation can no Man lay, 


0 than that which is laid, which is Jeſus 
E hriſt, r- m. r; and afterwards may 


build upon this Foundation, not only Gold, 


Silver, and precious Stones; that is, the 


precious Doctrines of the Goſpel, ſo called 


on account of their Worth, Excellence, and 


\ Importance 


—— — — gs — — 
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Importance ; but alſo trifling and inconſiſ- 
= Notions of their own, which have no 


Foundation in the Word of Go : ; and which 


the Apoſtle compares to“ Wood, Hay, 
$ and Stubble, Which ſhall be burnt up. 


Yet ſuch is the Sovereignty of God, that 
he is pleaſed, ſometimes, to make uſe of 
weak Inſtruments, and to crown their Mi- 


niſtry with very conſiderable Succeſs ; while 
others of much greater Gifts, and of ſupe- 
rior Abilities, 1n every View, labour almoſt 
in vain, and ſpend their Strength, in Ap- 


pearance, for Nought. Well, then, might 
the Apoſtle ſay, Paul planted and Apollos 


WE. 0 e but Gop gave the Increafe,“ 

t Cor. iii. 6. Let us, therefore, adore the 80. 
vereignty of Gor, in this Reſpect. For if 
he cauſe the Walls of Jericho to fall, at the 


Sounding of Rams Horns, Who thall ſay, 
„What doeſt thou?“ 
3. WHATEVER 1S containedinVeflels, was 


not originally in them: all they contain was 
put into them, and received by them. So 


Miniſters are not the Authors, they are only 


the Recervers of thoſe divine Truths which 


they publiſh to others, 1 Cor. xi. 23, I 


have received of the Lord that which alſo 


I delivered unto you.” What the Apoſ- 
tle ſays reſpecting the Members of the 
Church at Corinth, i would apply to the Caſe 
of Goſpel Miniſters : * Who made them 


to differ from other Men?“ 1 Cor. 4—7. 
Who gave them their various Gifts and 
| Abilities 
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Abilities ? who made them to differ one from 


another ? was it not the Lord alone? Mi- 
niſters are only Veſſels; Recipients of that 


heavenly Treaſure which they potleſs. All 
that Diverfity of Gifts which is among an: 


is the Effect of one and the ſelf- ſame S 
w rit, dividing to every man, ſeverally as 
& a will.” I. Gor: ü. 11. 

VrsszLs are not _ to receive; but 
ad to impart what is contained in 1 
Miniſters of the Goſp el receive the divine 
Treaſure which 1 EE been diſcourſing of, 
that they may be qualified, as Inſtruments 
in the Hand of Gov, for enlightening others. 
| Their Talents are not to be buried in the 


Earth; but improved for the Glory of their 
divine Lord. Goſpel Miniſters chould be 
willing to ſpend and be ſpent for the Cauſe of 


Chriſt, as the Apoſtle obſerves reſpecting 
himſelf, 2 Cor; Xii. 15. 

Tas great Apoſtle, who was unwearied 
in his Work, ſays, 1 Cor. ix. 16, Neceſ- 
„ fity 18 laid upon me; yea, wo is unto me, 
if I preach not the Goſpel.” Chriſt was 
the grand ſubje& of his Miniſtrations, 1 Cor. 
i: 23. The Apoſtle's Zeal and Fidelity, in 
the Caufe of Chriſt, are very oblervable, 
from what he declares in his Farewell Ser- 
mon to the Church at Epheſus, Acts xx. 


„And now behold I go bound in the Spr- 


„ rit unto Feruſalem, not knowing the 


Things that ſhall befall me. there; ſave 


a 


0 
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city, ſaying, that Bonds and Afflictions 
„ abide me. But none of theſe Things 
move me, neither count I my Life dear 
* unto mylelf, ſo that J might finiſh my 
* Courſe with Toy, and the Miniſtry which 
I have received of the Lord Je to teſ- 
tify the Goſpel of the Grace of Gop.“ 
AGAIN, Gofpel Miniſters are compared, 
not ſimply to Veſſels, but to earthen Veſſels: 
and why they are ſo compared I ſhall now 
endeavour to ſhew. 
I. Trex, they may be compared to 
earthen Veſſels, to point out their Condition 
in this World, which is generally poor and 
mean : for as the Poor receive the Goſpel, 
ſo they are frequently poor and mean that 
publiſh it. | 

2. To ſet forth the low Eſtimation the 
Men of the World have of them, 1 Cor. iv. 
13, We are made as the Filth of the 
6 World, and the Off- ſcouring of all 
„Things.“ The great Apoſtle himſelf v Was 
called a Babler, Als xvii. 18. 

. To denote the humble Thoughts Mr- 
niſters of the Goſpel have, or at leaſt ought 
to have of eas e That Knowledge, 
indeed, which is merely ſpeculative, puffeth 
up, as the Apoſtle obſerves ; but where the 
Grace of Gob is implanted ; 11 the Soul, it 
makes Perſons humble. As the heavieft 
Ears of Corn hang down the loweſt, when 
ripe for the Sickle ; ſo the more Grace a Man 
nas, the more humble he is. In what | 

| a hum- | 
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a humble Manner does Abraham expreſs 


himſelf, when pleading with the Lord in 


behalf of Sodom ? Gen. xvii. 27, © Behold, 

„ have taken upon me to ſpeak unto the 
Lord, which am but Duſt and Aſhes.” 
And ſo the venerable Job; © I have heard 
* of thee by the Hearing of the Ear, but 
* now mine Eye ſeeth thee; wherefore I 
„ abhor myſelf, and repent in Duſt and 
190 Aſhes.“ So the Pſalmiſt exclaims, What 
4 ig Man, that thou art mindful of him !“ 
What is Man? he is a ſinful, vile Creature; 


a Lump of animated Clay; a wretched Com- 
pound of Duſt and Depravity. 
The Prophet Ifaiah, when favoured with 
that remarkable Ven from the Lord, re- 
corded in Chap. vi. cries out, Wo is me, 
* for I am undone! becauſe 1 am a Man of 
„ unclean Lips, and I dwell in the Midſt of 
a People of unclean Lips; for mine Eyes 
have ſeen the King, the Lord of Hoſts.” 
And to mention no more Inſtances, our 
Apoſtle ſeems at a Loſs for Words to ſet forth 
the humble Thoughts he had of himſelf. 
Be almoſt unſaints himſelf, as it were; ſtil- 


ing himſelf „ leſs than the leaſt of; all 


8 1 and the * chief of Sinners.” 


Eph. iii. 8. 1 Tim. i. 15. 


4. MINISTERS are compared to earthen 


Veſſels, to ſet forth their Weakneſs, Frailty, 
and Mortality. How ſubject are earthen 
Veſſels to be cracked and broken? They 
who preach eternal Life to others, are dy- 
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ing Mortals themſelves. © Your Fathers, 


* where are they? and the Prophets, do 
they live for ever?” No: they are gone 


the Way of all the Earth, and the Places 


that knew them ſhall know them no more. 


They are gone down to the filent Grave; 
the Houſe appointed for all living, where 
every one of us muſt ſhortly dwell. 

Boch a frail, earthen Veſſel was my de- 
ceaſed Brother, whoſe Death occaſions my 


preſent Diſcourfe. But though a frail, 


earthen Veſſel, yet, I am perſuaded, he _ | 


the Repoſitory of heavenly Treaſure ; 


Partaker of the Gifts and Graces of the 4 * 


vine Spirit: concerning whom Cuſtom has 
made it almoſt neceſſary, and the Reſpe& 


due to his Memory, as a Goſpel Miniſter, 
requires that I ſhould ſay ſomething. $6.2 


THe Rev. Mr. JohN NoTTAGE, whoſe 
Death we now commemorate, was, for many 


Years, Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt, in a 


neighbouring Village; and a faithful Preacher 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt. The Lord was 
pleaſed to bleſs his Miniſtry with very con- 


ſiderable Succeſs; and particularly at his firſt 


coming into thoſe Parts. He was inſtru- 


mentaf. we have Reaſon to believe, in the 


Hand of Gon, for the Converſion of many 


Souls, (one of whom is now a faithful and 


ſucceſsful Labourer in the Lord's Vineyard, ) 
and of raifing the Church and 1 of 


Chrift, in which he ſtatedly miniſtred, far 
beyond what, they were ever: known to be 


before, 


% 
1 
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before. Till, at length, for Reaſons beſt 
known to himſelf, and to the People to whom 


he miniſtred, he reſigned his paſtoral Charge; 


and, being depreſſed with Grief and with 
growing Infirmities of Body, he entirely 


declined the miniſterial Work. He is now 
gone beyond the Applauſe or Cenſure of dy- 
ing Mortals. The Lamp of his Life is ex- 
tinguiſhed. © Fhe Duſt is returned to the 
„Earth, as it Was, and the Spirit to Gop, 

* who gave it;“ to receive, I truſt, a gra- 


cCious Reward, tor the faithful Services he 


was enabled, 'by divine Grace, to perform 
for Go. 6c Bleſſed are the Dead, which 


„ die in the Lord, from henceforth : yea, 


« faith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
„ their Labours, and their Works do fol- 


low them,” Rev. xiv. 1 3. 


With reſpect to his Character and Con- 
duct in Life, I ſhall ſay very little. Doubt- 


leſs he had his Failings and Infirmities; 
and ſo have the beſt of Men here below. 


Miniſters of the Goſpel are ſubject to like 
Paſſions with other Men, as the Apoſtle 


James obſerves of the Prophet Elias. What- 


ever, therefore, — commendable in 


the Conduct of our deceaſed Brother, be 


concerned to imitate; whatever appeared 


otherwiſe, endeavour to avoid. Caſt the 


Mantle of Chriſtian Charity over his Weak- 


neſſes; let them be buried, as it were, with 


him; and let us be colicerned, i in the Strength 


of divine Grace, to follow his Example, fe 
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far as he appeared to follow the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. If we are enabled thus to do, we 
ſhall, ere long, I hope, meet with our de- 
ceaſed Brother, in that bleſſed World, where 
all the Inhabitants are ſinleſſly perfect: where 
there is no Error in Judgment; no jarring 
| Diſcord ; no Weaknels or Imperfection; no 
Alienation of Affection among the People 
of Gop. Where as one Family of Love, all 
the Redeemed of the Lord will unite, 
with Heart and Voice, with all the angelic 
Hoſt above, in ſinging and ſhouting forth 

the Wonders of redeeming Love, and in ce- 
lebrating the Praiſes of him that ſits on the 
Throne, and of the Lamb, for ever and 
ever; which may our Gon, in infinite 
Mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 
Amen. 

I now proceed to conſider ain explain the 
Reaſon, why Gop is pleaſed to depoſit this 
Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, viz. that the 
« Excellency of the Power may be of Gop, 
and not of Men.“ 

1 ſhall confider this Declaration with re- 
ference to the Power of making Miniſters : 
with reſpect to the Power of the Goſpel, or 
the 58 8 that attends the preaching of it; 
=_ with regard to the Miniſters of Chriſt | 

eing ſup _ under the Difficulties they 
meet with, in the Ditcharge of their ar- 

duous Work. 
With reference to the Power of making 
Fdiniters. This is God's Work alone, as 
I have 
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I have already attempted to prove. In the 
Chapter immediately preceding that where 
my Text is, the Apoſtle expreſſly aſſerts, 
with reſpe& to himſelf, and his fellow La- 
| bourers, that all their Sufficiency was of 
„ Gor, who made them able Miniſters of 
„the New Teſtament.” Hence the Apoſ- 
tle deſires the Churches to whom he wrote, 
to pray for him, that Utterance might be 
given him, that he might open his Mouth 
boldly, to make known the Myſtery of the 
Goſpel. And our bleſſed Lord exhorts his 
Diſciples to „pray the Lord of the Har- 
« veſt, that he would ſend forth Labourers 
into his Harveſt,” Mat. ix. 38. The Lord 
promiſes to give Paſtors, according to his 
«© own Heart, who ſhould feed his People 
40 with Knowledge and Underſtanding,“ 
Fer. iii. 15. So likewiſe in Fer. xxiv. 3, 
„I will {et up Shepherds over them, which 
„ ſhall feed them.” And in Fulfilment of 
ancient Prophecy, and of thoſe gracious 
Promiſes made to the Goſpel Church, it is 
written, He gave ſome Apoſtles; and ſome 
Prophets; and ſome Evangeliſts; and 
«« ſome Paſtors and Teachers; for the per- 
«+ fecting of the Saints, for the Work of the 
„ Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body 
„ of Chriſt: till we all come in the Unity 
„of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of 
* the Son of Gop, unto a perfect Man; 


„ unto the Meafure of the Stature of the 
% Fulneſs of Chr, . 


Pious 


24 "Heavenly Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels. 
Pious and judicious Men may be, and are, 
undoubtedly, ſometimes very uſeful, as In- 
ſtruments in the Hand of Go, for inſtruct- 
ing Perſons in the great Truths of the Goſ- 
pel, with a View to their future Labours in 
the Miniſtry; but if God be pleaſed to 
with- hold his Blefling „ all their Endeavours 
will be ineffectual.— For this Reaſon the Lord 
is pleaſed to put his heavenly Treaſure into 
earthen Veſſels; into finful, frail, mortal 
Men; that it might appear to be Gop's Work 
alone, to qualify Miniſters of the Goſpel, for 
their ſacred Service, 

The Reaſon afligned for the divine Con- 
duct may be conſidered, with reſpect to the 
Power of the Goſpel, or the Succeſs that 

attends the Preaching of it. The Word of 
Go is very powerful indeed, When applied 
by the Lord. Where the Word of a King 
« is, there is Power; and who may ſay 
“ unto him, what doſt thou ?” Prov. viti. 4: 

The Word of God, or the Goſpel, i 

powerful for Conviction; 5 for Conver roy 

for Conſolation. = 
For Conviction. Solomon obſerves, that 
* the Words of the Wiſe are as Goads ; 
* and as Nails faſtened by the Mafters of 
« Aſtemblics,” Ecc. x11. 11. This Obſer- 
vation of the wiſe Man was remarkably ve- 
rified under the Miniftry of Peter, when 
Three Thouſand “ were pricked in their 
„Hearts, and cried out, Men and Brethren, 
* What ſhall we do?” So it was with 
| reſpect 
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reſp ect to Felix the Governor, when Paul 

oreached to him © of Righteouſneſs and 

Judgement to come, Felix trembled.” 

Th. 15 * on the Bench trembled at the 
Word delivered by the Priſoner at the Bar. 

WIEN the Holy Spirit operates, as a Spi- 
rit of Conviction, applying the Word of 
Gop, with Power to the Conſcience, there 
is no withſtanding his Operations. Prov. 
Xvili. 14, The Spirit of a Man will ſuſ- 
* tain his Infirmity, but a wounded Spirit 
& who can bear ?? 

AGAIN: The Goſp el is perl for Con- 
vey ff on. Hence the 4 declares, he is 
not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, be- 
{© cauſe it is the Power of God unto Salva- 
tony to every one that believeth, Rom. 
1, 16. The Lord has declared, that his 
1 Word ſhall not return unto him void, but 
„ ſhall accompliſh that which he pleaſeth, 
and ſhall proſper in the Thing, hrs 
he ſent it,” J/aah lv. 11. 
"Us Goſpel 18 called, the Voice of Chriſt: 
« The Hour 1s coming, and now is, when 
© the Dead,” that is, the Dead in Sin, ** ſhall 
hear the Voice of the Son of Gop; and 
they that hear ſhall live,” Fehn v. 25.— 
And hence it is again ſaid, The Weapons 
of our Warfare are not carnal, but migh- 
„ty, through Gop; to the pulling down 
& . of- ſtrong. Holds, caſting down Imagina- 
tions, and every high Thing, that exalteth 
6 itſelf againſt the Knowledge of Gob, and 
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85 bringing into Captivity every Thought to 
„ the Obedicrice of Chriſt,” 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. 
TRE Goſpel is alſo powerful in a Way of 
Conſolation. Its precious Truths are abun- 
dantly ſufficient to comfort the People of 
Go, under all the Difficulties and Afflic- 
tions they meet with in Life; and the Mi- 
niſtry of the Word is effectual for thoſe im- 
portant Ends. The Lord has given his Mi- 
niſters a ſtrict Charge to comfort his Peo- 
N ge I/. xl. 1, 2, Comfort ye, comfort 
ye my People, ſaith your Gop. Speak 
ye comfortably to Jeruſalem.” And as 
the Lord calls them to it, he fits them for 
it, enabling them to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon 
to weary Souls, and to comfort others, with 
_ thoſe divine Conſolations, with which they 
_ themſelves have been comforted of the Lord. 
AND this is another Reaſon why the Lord 
depoſits this heavenly Treaſure in earthen 
Veſſels, frail, dying Mortals ; together with 
the Gifts of his Spirit, to enable them tg 
preach it, namely, that the Power, which 
makes the Word effectual for thoſe great and 
important Ends, that have been mentioned, 
might appear to be the Lord's alone : that ; 
no Fleſh might glory in his Preſence, but 
that he who glorieth, might glory in the 
Lord. 1 Cor. 1. 31. 
Oc more: The Apoſtle's Declaration 
may be conſidered, with regard to the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt being ſupported under the 
” Heute any meet with, in the Diſcharge 


; of 


-'66 
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as dying, 
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of their arduous Work. Such are the Dif- 


ficulties and Trials, the Temptations and 
Afflictions they meet with from Satan and 


the World; and fo impetuous and ſtrong 


are the Corruptions of their own Hearts; 
that, if left to themſelves, they would ſoon 
ſink and deſpond under their various Preſ- 


1 ſures; and yet they are enabled to perſevere 
in their miniſterial Work. Like Gideon, 


and his Men of old, though * « faint, yet 
& purſuing.” Judg. viii. 4. 
Taz Apoſtle, in ſeyeral Verte immediate- 


ly following the Text, enumerates many 


Difficulties and Dangers he and his Fellow 


Labourers were expoſed to, in preaching 


the Goſpel; and the Support and Conſo- 


lation they had under them all. And fo 
likewiſe in a following Chapter: „In all 
Things approving ourſelves, as the Mi- 


** niſters of God; in much Patience, in 
$ Afflictions, in Neceffities, in Diſtreſies.“ 
At the ſame Time he ſhews the wonderful 


Manner in which they were ſupported and 


comforted. * As unknown,” to the World, 


and yet well known,” to Gop the Fa acher, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, and to one another Z 
continuall expoſed to Death, 


and yet behold we hve,” amidſt innume- 
Table Dangers and Enemies; © as ſorrowiful,“ 
by reaſon of Afflictions of a temporal. and 
ſpiritual Nature, yet always rejoicing,” re- 
Joicing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in that 
Salyation which he has wrought out for his 

D 2 People ; 
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People; „as poor,” with reſpe&t to the 
Things of this World,“ yet i many 
„ rich;” that is, we are the Inſtruments 
in the Hand of Gon, for enriching many 
Souls in Things ſpiritual, % As having 
« nothing,” of the Things of this World, 
and yet poſſeſſing all Things, ” in Chriſt, 
by whom they were entitled to every Bleſſing. 
They had all Things in the Covenant of 
Ora which {ſecures to the People of God 
all. the Bleflings of Grace here, and all the 
Felicities of Glory hereafter, together with 
every needful 8981 in their Way thither. 
They had all Things in future ns ectation, 
and could ſay, with good old Jace 60 God 
„ hath dealt graciouſly with us, for we have 
enough,“ Ger. XXxIIl. 11: and with the 
Pſalmift, Return to your Reſt, O our 
„Souls, for the Lord hath dealt boun- 
„ tifully with you.” The Apoſtle and his 
cotemporary Miniſters of Chriſt, were en- 
abled to live a Life of Faith ; to truſt Gon 
in the Dark, when they old not trace him; 
and to fay, with the Shunamiliſpo Woman, 
whom Gop exerciſed with a very trying Pro- 
vidence, 1 in the ſudden Death of her Child ; 
It is well” All was well with than s 
and they knew that the Lord was leading 
„ them in the right Way, to a City of Ha- 
6 bitation,”” Py. CVIL. 7. 

How was it, that they were enabled to 
bear up under fuch trying Providences, ſuch 
fiery Trials? Verily, it was the Power of 

Gop 
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God that preſerved, upheld, and ſupported 
them, and carried them through all their 
Trials. Aſher's Bleſſing was theirs, and 


happily fulfilled 1 in them. Thy Shows ſhall 


„be Iron and Braſs, and as thy Days, thy 
„Strength ſhall be, „ Deut. Xxxiii. 2 1 


| « As their Sufferings for Chriſt abound- 
ed, their Conſolations, by Chriſt, abound- 


« ed alſo, 2 Cor. i. 5. They had ſufferin 8 


Strength the ſuffering fen - and, amid 


all the Conflicts they had with E arth and 
Hell, though continually expoſed to Death 


for the Cauſe of Chriſt, they were enabled 


to triumph over all their ſpiritual Enemies, 


before they had quitted ho Field of Battle; 


and, in the Language of the Apoſtle, to ſay, 

: (God grant it may be our Happineſs !) We 
are more than Conquerors, through him 

that loved us. For we are perſuaded that 


„neither Death nor Life, nor Angels, nor 
“% Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things 


40 


preſent, nor Things to come, nor Height, 
nor Depth,” —not the Height of Proſpe- 
rity, nor the Depths of Adverſity, —“ nor 
* any other Creature ſhall be able to ſepa- 
rate us from the Love of Gob, which is 


in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord,” Rom. viii. 37. 
38, 39. 

How excellent was the Power, how il- 
luſtrious the Grace, that could enable the 


Apoſtle to ſay, I can do all Ong thro”. 


* Chriſt which ſtrengthens me:“ and, that 
he © would moſt gladly glory in his Infir- 


% mities, 


30 Haven 7 e in Earthen Veſſels. 


& mities, that the Power of Chriſt might 


29 


6 reſt upon him,” 2 Cor. xii. . 


TRE Reaſon why the Lord depofited ſuch 
celeſtial Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, was to 
diſplay the Excellency of his Power, and 
the Riches of his Grace, in enabling poor 
and weak, frail and dying Mortals, to do 
and ſuffer ſuch great Things with heroic 
Courage and Magnanimity, that the Glory 
of all might be given to Gop only, to whom 
it is due,—] ſhall now conclude with ſome 


Uſes from the Whole. 


Xp 1. Are Miniſters but earthen Veſſels ? 
and do all their Gifts and Qualifications come 


from Gop ? From this Conſideration learn 


Not to overvalue them, however extenſive 
their Abilities may appear ; or however ſuc- 
_ ceſsful their Labours. What intrinſic Ex- 


cellency is there in a Piece of modified 


Clay? In Veſſels of Gold, of Silver, or of 
Braſs, there is an intrinſic Value; but a 


Piece of baked Earth is of little Worth. 
Miniſters are only the Repoſitory in which 
the Treaſure is depoſited : the Treaſure is 
the Lord's. —Miniſters are but Inſtruments 
in God's Hand; their Qualifications are all 
from him, and all the Succeſs that attends. 


their Miniſtrations is owing to his Power 


and Blefſing.—Your Miniſters give out to 


you, only as Gop is pleaſed to give in to 
them; therefore boaſt not of their Gifts and 


Qualifications, I Cor. ili. 5, 6. Who 1s 


„% Paul? 
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& paul? and who is Apollos | ? but Miniſters 


" * by whom ye believed; even as the Lord 
% gave to every Man. ” Paul may plant, 
and Apollos may water, but Gop only can 


give the Increaſe. 


2. From what has been faid you may 
learn, whomſoever you hear, to look be- 


yond the Inſtrument, to the Lord alone, for 
a Bleſſing on his own Word. Be earneſt 


and importunate at the Throne of Grace, 
that Gop would be pleaſed to accompany his 
Word with his own almighty Power ; that 


ſo it may be blefled for the great Purpoſes 
of his own Glory, and your Edification. 


Pray, with the Pfalmiſt, Open thou mine 


Eyes, that I may behold wondrous gs 


% out of thy Jenn 
3. ARE faithful Miniſters of the Goſp el 


the Repoſitory of divine Treaſure ? Prem 


this Conſideration learn not to diſregard, or 
undervalue them. Though earthen Veſſels, 
they bear very high and honourable Charac- 
ters, in the Word of Gop. They are “ the 


* Ambaſſadors of Chriſt,” 2 Cor. v. 20. 


They are the Servants of the moſt high 


<« Gop, that ſhew unto you the Way of 
Salvation,“ AFts xvi. 17. They are called 


« Stars;” and they are ſo denominated, 
fays a great Divine, becauſe of their efficient 


Cauſe, Gop; who has made them, and 


fixed them in their proper Place, and. for 


his ny and becauſe of their Form, 


Light, 


3 2 Haben) T; reaſure i in Earthen Peſfels. 


Light, which they receive from the Sun 3 
ſo Preachers of the Goſpel receive their 
Light from Chriſt, the 925 of Righteouſ- 
neſs; as alſo for their Multitude and Variety; 
but chiefly for their Uſefulneſs to give Light 
to others. Rev. 1. 1, 6.— They are called 
* the Angels, "00 "Meſſengers „ of the 
Churches,“ Rev. 1. 20. — They are ſent 
forth to publiſh the beſt News "Mhac ever 
reached the Ears of dying Mortals, even to 
proclaim the glad Tidings of Salvation ; to 
publiſh an Act of Grace, from the King of 
Heaven, to ſinful Mortals on Earth. They 
are alſo ſpiritual « Fathers,” to the Souls of 
Men, 1 Cor. iv. 15. And they are © Watch- 
66 men,” on the Walls of the ſpiritual Jeru- 
ſalem; and are to be regarded, as thoſe who 
watch for your Souls. As it is written, Heb: 
X1l1. 17. * Obey them that have the Rule 
over you; for they watch for your Souls, | 
„ as they that muſt give an Account.” 

From. theſe Conſiderations you may learn 
how to value the faithful Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. Hear what the Apoſtle ſays, with 
reſpect to this, 1 Theſ.v. 12, 13. We be- 
„ feech you, Brethren, to know them 
i which labour among you, and are over 
* you in the Lord, and admoniſh. you.” 
What does. the Apoſtle mean by knowing 
« them ?” They cannot but know the Per- 
ſons of their Mics whom they hear 
trom Time to Time. His Meaning, there- 


fore, 
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fore, undoubtedly is, that they ſhould not _ | 
be ſhy of their Miniſters, (as is too often A 
the Caſe) but converſe freely and familiarly ] 
with them, and inform them of the State 
of their Souls; that ſo they may be able to 
adapt their Diſcourſes, from time to time, 
3 ſuitably to the Conditions of their Hearers; 
and likewiſe that they ſhould behave in an 


alaffectionate manner towards them, „ and 
e eſteem them very highly for their Work's 
Sake,“ as the Apoſtle goes on to obſerve. 
5:4 ARE Miniſters of the Goſpel earthen 
of Veſſels? from this Conſideration Gop's Peo- 
| ple may be inſtructed how to act and be- 
have towards them. Their Work is arduous 
and great; and their Enemies numerous and 
1 powerful. They are the particular Objects 


of Satan's Malice, and of the World's Rage. 1 
The Difficulties ag Diſcouragements they | 
meet with in the Diſcharge of their minif- 


8 TE 


| terial Work, are many and great. Learn, 
therefore, to ſympathize with them; and-to 
bear with their Weakneſſes and Infirmjties: 

" |} - Deal carefully and gently with them; for, 
EI alas, how ſoon is an earthen Veſſel broken! 3 
Px Ax for your Miniſters earneſtly and im- 

- portunately, that the Lord would be pleaſed 
to fill thoſe earthen Veſſels with divine Trea- 

> | ſure: that he would grant them a plentiful 

: N ier of the Gifts and Graces of his Holy 


irit ;. that they may deliver the great Truths | 
' o* the Goſpel, with Freedom and Liberty, 
8 E ä 
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with. Boldneſs and Figelity; ; and that their 
Labours may be bleſſed wich abundant duc: 


ceſs. ; 
J. ARE Miniſters of the Goſpel earthen 
Veſſels; frail, d os, Mortals, as well As 


People of Gop hig hly to prize, and dili- 
gently | to improve their Miniſtrations, while 
they are favoured. with them. In a lttle 
while, and you "will ſee their Faces, yay 


will hear their Voices no more. While, 
therefore, you haye the Light be concerned, 
in the Strength of divine ( race, to Walk 
in the Light, "leſt Darkneſs come ws you, 


John XII. 35. 


6. ARE. Miniſters of the Goſpel earthen 
Yellels; frail, dy1 ing Mortals, as well as 
others! 20 this Conſideration ſhould excite ' all 
who bear that ſacred Character, to an holy 
Diligence in their Maſter's 8 Work. In a lit- 


tle while, and all our Labours for Gon, for 
a. dear Redeemer, and for the Welfare of 
Immortal Souls, will be for ever at an End. 


For E Blefled are the Dead, that die 1 in the 


ord ; ; they reſt from their Labours, and 


« their Works follow them,” Rev. xiv. 1 3 
Purely, then, what « our bleſſed Lord declares 


re{pe ing Ein? is the ee pork 


muſt wor 
/orks of him that ſent me, while 
t& 1150 ay; for the Night, of Death, 


Oh when ng Wa can work,” „ A4 


deration ſhould engage the 
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© 7. Au Miniſters earthen Veſſels ; frail, 


2? dying Mortals? fo likewiſe are all the human 
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7 Race. «© For what man is he thatliveth, and 
„ ſhall not ſee Death?” Pſ. Ixxxix. 48. 
Death is making frequent Conqueſts around 
us. High and Low, Old and Voung, Rich 
and Poor, the Righteous and the Wicked, 
Miniſters and People, are falling, by the keen 
and irreſiſtible Darts of that univerſal Con- 
queror. Is it not, then, a moſt neceſſary 
and important Enquiry, how Matters ſtand 
between Gop and our precious Souls? and 
whether we are prepared for the great Change, 
which Death will ſoon make upon every one 
of us? And in order to aſſiſt your Medita- 
tions on this important 8 let mie aſk, 
Whether you have been led to ſee your loſt 
arid undone State and Condition by Nature 
and Practice; and the abſolute Impoſſibility 
of being juſtified and ſaved by your own' 
oo ET : 
Wr Views have you of Jeſus, as the 
only Saviour of loft Sinners? Is Chriſt 
Precious to you, in his Perſon, Offices, 
! Grace, Righteouſneſs, and Salvation? In 4 
| Word, is it the Deſign of your Souls to re- 
| ceive a whole Chriſt, for a whole Salvation? 
| Do you defire to receive a Law from Chriſt's 
Mouth, as well as Salvation from his Hands? 
Are you breathing after Communion with 
Chriſt, and a growing Conformity to him, 
in a Way of Holineſs ? If ſo, I may ſay to 
5 5 ST you, 


36- Heavenly Treaſure i in + Earthen Ve 105 | 
you, as the Apoſtle does to the believing 


Corinthians, * Death is yours.” Death to 
you 1s a conquered Enemy, Death will be 
to you a friendly 'Meflenger, to call you 
home to your Father's Houſe. If this be 


your happy Caſe, admire and adore the 


Riches of divine Grace towards you; and 
be concerned, in dependence on divine” 
Strength, to walk becoming the Character 
you bear, the Privileges you enjoy, and the 
Obligations you are under to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; that others may take Knowledge of 
P my that, ye have been with Jeſus,” and 
learnt of him, As iv. 13. And be it your 
daily Concern to remember and practice the 
e of the wiſe Man, Ecc. ix. 10. 


„ Whatſoever, therefore, thy Hand findeth 


to do, do it with thy Might for there 


66 


wy. 


© thou goeſt. ry 


To conclude, What a dreadful- Con- 
tion are poor Sinners in, who deſpiſe the 
Miniſters and the Goſpel of Chriſt ! Hear- | 
what the Redeemer himſelf ſays, with re- 
ſpect to his faithful Miniſters, Luke x. 16, | 


He that deſpiſeth vou, deſpiſeth me; ad 


* he that deſp iſeth me, deſpiſeth him that 
6c ſent me. "Suck; therefore, I would ad- 


dreſs in the very; awful Language of- the 


Apoſtle, Adis xiii. 41. BEHOLD, IE DE- 
ht sis gas, AND", WONDER AND PERISH. . 


Let 


5 


cee tt e222 882. 


is no Work, nor Device, nor Know-. |: 
“ ledge, nor Wiſdom i in the Grave, Whither 1 
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Let me tell you, my dear Fellow Mortals, 
that if you live and die Deſpiſers of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, miſerable will be your 
Condition, throughout the endleſs Ages of 
Eternity, What inexpreſſible Confuſion 
will fill your Minds on your Death Beds? 
when, if Conſcience be enlightened, you 
will have the moſt awful Reflections to make 
on your paſt Conduct; that all your precious 
Time has been ſquandered away, in the 
7 Purſuit of lying Vanities, to the Neglect of 
the great Author of your Beings, and of the 
grand Concerns of your immortal Souls, 
Remember our Lord's ſolemn Interrogation, 
Matt. xvi. 26. What is a Man profited 
if he ſhall gain the whole World, and 
s loſe his” precious and immortal Soul? 
or what ſhall a Man give in Exchange for 
his Soul?” May the Lord ſet Home theſe 
ſolemn Conſiderations on your Hearts; and 
enable you, while now is the accepted Time, 
and the Day of Salvation, to flee from the 
Wrath to come, to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who came into the World to ſave the Chief 
of Sinners; 1 Tim. i. 15. and is both able 
and willing, to fave to the uttermoſt, 
all that come unto Gop, by Him.“ 
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